Dear groups of the Napoleonic Era
The year is 1814…
His royal highness. Willem I van Oranje is back in the Netherlands and is
working on our present Kingdom. His son Prince Willim II van Oranje is
resposinble for the army. 1 of his tasks was to inspect the troops who were
stationed at the small village of Bathmen, in that region there were a lot of
militairy camps.
It is stil not a safe place to be and the French commander with his troops from the
city of Deventer has not yet surrendered. Skirmishes in and around the village and
a large battle at the fortification will be part of the strugle!
We of the organisation Four-Day Bivoauc Bathmen would like to invite you to be a
part of this event from May the 29th till the 1st of June in Bathmen, The
Nederlands. Further info wil follow soon in a newsletter.

De organisatie Four-day bivouac Bathmen
https://www.facebook.com/events/534318669951667/?fref=ts
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1. Foreword
The team of Four-day Bivouac Bathmen doesn't rest and brings you new information as well
as the invitation and the 2014 registration form through this newsletter!
We hope to see as many people as possible at this event and that this newsletter will
highlight how this event will be even more fun than the 2013 edition!

Yours sincerely,
Organization Four-day Bivouac Bathmen
Fabian van 't Hul

Maarten Kuijper

Derk Groeneveld

Sander van der Ster

2. Bathmen 2014/1814

The French have fought
fiercely before the winter set
in but have lost their outpost
at the Schipbeek.
The Prince's troops have
taken the bridge and with it
the last outpost between the
village of Bathmen and the
fortifications. This victory
was only won with severe
losses for the Prince's army.

Pursued by cheers from
the Prince's troops the
French Major Maymat
withdrew to the village
and ordered the
remaining French troops
to take positions in the
fortification to make a last
stand and keep the village
for the Emperor. Due to
the coming harsh winter,
however, both sides are
forced to wait till spring...

The French are taking their positions in
the fortifications and prepared
themselves for the harsh winter. The
local population made a valiant but
unsuccessful effort to keep their food,
liquor and warm clothing out of French
hands.
Forced to endure the winter outside the
village and fortifications, the allied are
still busy entrenching and fortifying their
positions across the French fortification.

Sappers are working hard to keep the
Prince's troops safe and warm for the
winter and are working on improvised
field defences. Shelters are made to keep
the troops dry and out of the wind. It is
going to be a long cold winter...and the
battle has not yet been won.

3. Current information
This event will take place from May 29th until the first of June. Early arrivals are possible
from May 28th.. Late departure is possible until June 2nd. The event itself comprises of four
days, and our goal is to receive well over 400 participants at this great location.

Allied bivouac

French bivouac

For the full 6 days (28th of May with departure to the 2nd of June) there will be enough water,
straw, wood, and toilets available. Black powder will be made available for the duration
of the military activities. The bivouac locations are accessible by car but only for loading

and un-loading. Given the duration of the event, we are pursuing options for a refreshing
shower as well.

Since the camp will
reflect a winter
encampment, wooden
planks for flooring can
be used, and more on
these possibilities will
be in the next
newsletter.
Of course for those who
are interested in
building a shelter, this
is also possible using
materials gathered from
the woods in the
immediate vicinity.

The participants can arrive on Wednesday and Thursday and set up camp. The plan is to
have skirmishes in the local countryside and village throughout the Friday and Saturday
based on an open scenario. On the Sunday there is a battle in the fields around the
fortifications and afterwards a parade through village. On the Friday and Saturday we will
take in account the activities in the village which participants are free to visit.
The Dutch staff and the Prince of Orange (William II) can set themselves up in in the village
with his staff and civilian portrayals within the village are actively encouraged.
For the people who want to
break a sweat building
fortifications it is possible to
work with the sappers. A
fortification will be built with
a watchtower. Help will be
much appreciated in the large
project of barricading the
village of Bathmen against the
Prince’s troops. Please let us
know if you’re interested.

W hat we are working on (to be confirmed):

- Showers to allow participants to freshen up during these days.
- Supplements to rations in the form of e.g. a complimentary suckling pig
- Performance of the 1812 overture in cooperation with local musicians and re-enactors
(muskets and cannons)
- Option to sleep indoors at the the local riding school, which is just 50m from the bivouac
location.

4. Links
Ronald Mazurel
https:/ / picasaweb.google.com/ 108967102219548462577/ BathmenMaart2013Schermutseling
en?authkey=Gv1sRgCNmmvMn08PrSrAE
Christine Pet-Sepers

https://plus.google.com/photos/116817682070663291374/albums/5858886209300252305
Martine Kha

https://picasaweb.google.com/112472491176329331151/WinterbivakBathmen
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cR9t7A_mN_o&feature=youtu.be
Erny van Wijk

https://picasaweb.google.com/lumiere.photos/WinterbivouacBathmen
Ellie Wout

https://picasaweb.google.com/elliewoutnapoleontisch/WinterbivakBathmen2013#

5. Contact
Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/events/534318669951667/?fref=ts
Bathmen spant de Kroon:
http://bathmenspantdekroon.nl/

E-mail:
Fabianwhp@gmail.com

